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Civic Federation Statement on Illinois Capital Planning Process 

 

The State of Illinois has not had a major capital plan for a decade, and it is clear 

that capital needs are outpacing resources. While there is near universal agreement, 

including by the Civic Federation, that significant investment is necessary to 

maintain and expand Illinois’ infrastructure, the Federation cannot support any 

capital plan that does not include: 

 A comprehensive assessment and transparent prioritization of needs; and 

 Identification of reliable, sustainable funding sources. 

 

As lawmakers work toward a capital plan, the Civic Federation urges the General 

Assembly and Governor to take a holistic, transparent approach and to avoid the 

pitfalls that have limited past capital programs.  

 

A list of projects with little explanation of the selection process will not be 

sufficient. Instead, Illinois’ next capital plan must include a detailed, transparent 

blueprint of project prioritization, with a clear explanation of how each project fits 

into the whole plan, as is done in the states of North Carolina and Virginia. This 

would ensure that funds are being spent efficiently and with maximal impact on 

Illinois’ economy. 

 

Additionally, the revenues and debt needed to address the State’s crumbling 

infrastructure are considerable—in the tens of billions of dollars. Rather than 

relying on a variety of untested or historically underperforming sources, lawmakers 

must identify sustainable funding in order to avoid adverse impact to the General 

Funds budget. 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Steven H. Abbey 

Allan R. Ambrose☼ 

James Anderson 

A.G. Anglum 

Murray E. Ascher* 

Robert Barry 

Jason Baxendale 

Brian A. Bernardoni 

Matthew Berry 

Jeffrey Bethke 

Roger H. Bickel 

Patricia M. Bidwill 

Robert Blackwell, Jr. 

Scott A. Bremer 

Whitney Carlisle* 

Cason Carter 

Timothy L. Christen 

Robert J. Christie 

Richard A. Ciccarone* 

Jerry Cizek III☼ 

Nancy J. Clawson 

Elizabeth G. Coolidge* 

Ronald S. Cope 

Omar Daghestani 

Barrett Davie 

Mark R. Davis☼ 

Nancy DeMaso 

Kevork M. Derderian☼ 

Jon B. DeVries 

Charles R. Droege* 

Michelle Dukler 

Arthur Duquette 

Brian D. Fabes 

Clayton Frick 

Stephen B. Friedman* 

Charles R. Gardner* 

Anthony G. Gedeller 

Ronald J. Gidwitz 

Judith A. Gold 

Susan Hayes Gordon 

Andrew F. Gottschalk* 

Philip D. Hale 

Albert C. Hanna 

Jane A. Hays 

Philip L. Hildebrandt 

Christine Hoagland 

Kevin W. Hoecker 

Gregory C. Hosbein 

Margaret Houlihan Smith 

Lori H. Igleski 

Mark Ishaug 

John A. Janicik* 

William Ketchum 

Catherine Krawitz* 

Liam Krehbiel 

Dan Leary 

Thomas E. Livingston☼ 

Dave Lundy 

Daniel J. Lynch 

Nasutsa M. Mabwa 

William D. Mack* 

Christine Maki 

Michael Marrah 

Susan L.McKeever 

Thomas J. McNulty☼ 

Dorri McWhorter 

James S. Montana, Jr. 

Timothy E. Moran 

Clare Muñana 

Brian Murphy 

Michael E. Murphy☼ 

Bert Nuehring* 

Michael F. O’Brien 

Holly O’Connor 

Gregory O’Leary* 

Robert Pasin 

Brian Peterson 

Joseph J. Prochaska, Jr. 

Sylvia Puente 

Anthony T. Reinhart 

Aaron C. Rudberg* 

Scott Saef☼ 

Gabriel W. Sanders 

Lois Scott 

Harry J. Seigle* 

Brian Septon* 

Sapan Shah 

James E. Spiotto* 

Daniel C. Sprehe 

Barbara L. Stewart☼ 

Kent A. Swanson☼ 

Carol Thompson 

Kathy A. Thompson 

John F. Tierney 

Allen B. Truesdell 

Thomas C. Vanden Berk 

Robert S. Vihon 

David J. Vitale 

Daniel Wagner 

John F. Ward, Jr.☼ 

Jeffrey D. Warner 

Andrew L. Weil 

A.J. Wilhelmi 

Simon Wlodarski 

Jerrold Wolf 

Corinne Wood 

OFFICERS 

 

Monica Mueller 

Chairman  
 

Victor Chang 
Vice Chairman 
 

Donovan W. Pepper 

Vice Chairman 
 

Jill Wolowitz 
Vice Chairman 
 

Kandace C. Lenti 

Treasurer 
 

Laurence J. Msall 
President 
 

Sarah J. Wetmore 

Vice President 
 
 

 

*Executive Committee 

☼ Past Chairmen’s Council 

 


