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CIVIC FEDERATION SUPPORTS PROPOSED FY2011  
CHICAGO PARK DISTRICT BUDGET 

 
The Chicago Park District is to be commended for holding its property tax levy 
flat for the sixth straight year, says a Civic Federation report released today. The 
District will rely on non-tax revenues and a slight cut in staffing levels to balance 
its proposed FY2011 budget of $397.6 million. While the Federation commends 
the District’s restraint, it is also concerned that an ongoing reliance on non-
recurring revenues may indicate that the District has a structural deficit.  
 
The Chicago Park District has experienced some recent success raising revenues 
from non-tax sources in recent years, such as the new corporate sponsorships and 
winter boat storage proposed for FY2011. The increase in these revenue sources 
should help mitigate decreases in other sources of revenue, such as the Personal 
Property Replacement Tax, and allows the District to avoid raising its property tax 
levy. “By diversifying its revenues, the Chicago Park District both makes its 
finances more stable and avoids burdening property taxpayers,” said Laurence 
Msall, president of the Civic Federation. 
 
In the analysis, the Civic Federation supports the District’s focus on limiting 
appropriation increases. The Chicago Park District has had success in containing 
expenditures over the past five years and will increase appropriations for FY2011 
by only 1.5%. In fact, the FY2011 budget is only 0.9% larger than FY2007 
budgeted levels. The District’s steps toward implementing a performance 
measurement system will help it continue to improve operations while containing 
expenditures. The Federation encourages the District to build on its performance 
measurement system, especially by incorporating performance measures into its 
budgeting process. 
 
In addition to increased fees and new revenues, however, the District will again 
use non-recurring revenue sources such as $3 million from its Corporate Fund 
balance and $12 million in surplus TIF fund distribution to close its $22 million 
deficit. While the Civic Federation does not object to these techniques 
individually, FY2011 will be the fifth year in a row that the Park District has used 
non-recurring revenue sources to balance its budget. The Civic Federation is 
therefore concerned that the District appears to have a structural budget deficit, 
meaning that its recurring revenues are not sufficient to defray ongoing 
expenditures.  
 
The Civic Federation is also concerned about the fiscal health of the Park District 
Pension Fund, whose funding level has dropped from a healthy 95.7% in FY2000 
to a worrying 67.2% in FY2009. Our analysis, available at www.civicfed.org, 
includes many recommendations to improve the financial health of the pension 
fund, such as studying consolidation with the Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund. 

Board of Directors 
Steven H. Abbey 
David A. Abel 
Catherine M. Adduci 
Allan Ambrose* 
A.G. Anglum* 
Adrienne Archia* 
Murray E. Ascher* 
Alicia Berg 
Abel E. Berland ☼ 
Brian A. Bernardoni 
Roger Bickel 
J.D. Bindenagel 
Aileen Blake 
Douglas H. Cameron 
Whitney Carlisle 
Timothy L. Christen 
Robert J. Christie 
Richard A. Ciccarone* 
Jerry Cizek III☼ 
Nancy J. Clawson 
Lew Collens 
Elizabeth G. Coolidge 
Mary Culler 
Omar Daghestani 
Kevork M. Derderian ☼ 
Julian C.  D’Esposito 
Jon B. DeVries 
Thomas H. Donohoe 
Martin L. Eisenberg 
Brian D. Fabes 
Timothy J. Faerber 
Timothy Fair 
Stephen B. Friedman 
Charles R. Gardner* 
Carol W. Garnant ☼ 
Sarah Garvey* 
Anthony Gedeller 
Ronald J. Gidwitz 
Peter G. Glick 
Judith A. Gold* 
Andrew F. Gottschalk* 
Patrick J. Hagan* 
Philip Hale 
M. Hill Hammock 
Albert C. Hanna 
Patricia M. Holden 
Bruce T. Hopple 
Margaret Houlihan Smith 
Lorna Brett Howard 
James H. Kane 
William Ketchum 
Jim Kranjc* 
Betsy LaVelle 
Stephen Legatzke 
Michael A. Lovett 
William Mack* 
Glenn Mazade 
Thomas McNulty☼ 
Fred H. Montgomery* 
Timothy E. Moran 
Monica M. Mueller 
Michael E. Murphy ☼ 
Bert Nuehring* 
Michael F. O’Brien 
Holly O'Connor 
Gregory O’Leary 
Sarah Pang 
Robert Pasin 
Dorice Pepin 
Donovan Pepper 
Bruce V. Rauner  
Alexander I. Rorke 
Scott Saef ☼ 
John C. Sciaccotta 
James E. Spiotto* 
Caryn Stancik 
Barbara Stewart ☼ 
Eugene S. Sunshine 
Theodore M. Swain* 
Kent A. Swanson 
Courtney A. Thompson 
Thomas C. Vanden Berk 
Robert S. Vihon* 
Daniel Wagner 
Sue E. Wallace* 
John F. Ward☼ 
Jeffrey D. Warner 
Andrew L. Weil 
Jerrold Wolf 
William Young 
Philip Zinn* 
 

177 North State Street, Suite 400, Chicago, IL 60601 ▪ 312.201.9066 fax 312.201.9041 ▪ civicfed.org 

The Civic Federation

Officers 
 

Thomas Livingston 
Chairman  
 

Mark Davis 
Vice Chairman 
 

Susan McKeever 
Vice Chairman 
 

Eileen Mitchell 
Vice Chairman 
 

Joseph B. Starshak 
Treasurer 
 

Laurence J. Msall 
President 
 

Lise Valentine 
Vice President 
 

*Executive Committee 
☼ Past Chairmen’s 
Council 

http://www.civicfed.org/

	Board of Directors

