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Urban Education Institute

Intersection of Research, Practice and 
Policyy
(1) Using research evidence to improve 

schools, influence policy  (CCSR), p y ( )
(2) Training teachers and leaders (UTEP)
(3) Creating reliably excellent schools(3) Creating reliably excellent schools 

(University Charter School/4 sites)
(4)Conducting Interdisciplinary research(4)Conducting Interdisciplinary research 

on education and learning (COE)
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The Six to 100 Problem

Of 100 13 year-
olds, how 
many….

Graduate high 
school by age 
19
Enter a 4 year 
college within 
one year afterone year after 
high school

Graduate from 
a four year 
college within 6college within 6 
years (by age 
24 or 25)

Total
African-American

femalemalefemale female malemale
Latino White/other ethnic



Consortium on Chicago School Research (CCSR)

• Using data to inform school district; 
influencing Chicago and national g g
reform over 20 years

• Research in search of solutionsesea c sea c o so u o s
• Honest, independent, longitudinal
• High technical quality and accessibleHigh technical quality and accessible
• Inspiring creation of other consortia 



CCSR: The Search for Solutions
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Problem Identification
E S f th M t Di d t d S h l IEven Some of the Most Disadvantaged Schools Improve

96% FRL
64% l l t64% male unemployment

$9,480 median income

70% below poverty liney



Research
C ili d M i t i i D t A hiCompiling and Maintaining a Data Archive 

• District data on every student in CPS 
– Beginning in 1992Beginning in 1992
– Administrative records
– Test scoresTest scores

• Surveys of every teacher, student, and 
principalprincipal



The 5 Essential Supports for School 
Improvement

1. Ambitious Instruction
2 Professional Capacity2. Professional Capacity
3. Learning Climate
4 F il d C it Ti4. Family and Community Ties
5. School Leadership



Research
R b t P di t f F t I t E i tRobust Predictors of Future Improvement Exist



Research
R b t P di t f F t St ti E i tRobust Predictors of Future Stagnation Exist

Schools Weak in the 5 Essentials Are Much Less Likely to 
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