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It is my pleasure to welcome you on behalf of all of The Civic Federation Board of 
Directors to our 2008 Annual Awards Luncheon. Thank you for joining us as we honor 
the outstanding civic contributions and leadership of John W. Rowe and BlueCross 
BlueShield of Illinois.  Both Mr. Rowe and BlueCross BlueShield have shown amazing 
dedication to helping underserved communities and supporting important civic and 
charitable efforts in Chicago.

A great debt of appreciation is owed to our luncheon co-chairs, Lester Crown, W. James 
Farrell, Andrew J. McKenna, and Richard L. Thomas; without their leadership this 
event would not have been possible. Throughout their careers, these four men have 
demonstrated extraordinary civic dedication. We are very grateful for their contributions 

to Chicago and their continued support of The Civic Federation. 

It is with strong admiration that I also recognize the members of The Civic Federation’s Board of Directors. These 
dedicated and talented individuals continually demonstrate their exceptional commitment to our shared goal of 
promoting fi scal discipline and effi ciency among governments here in Illinois. Their time and expertise are critical 
to the Federation’s success. I would like to acknowledge in particular the leadership of the Executive Committee, 
especially our Vice Chairs, Sarah Garvey, George Lofton, and Thomas McNulty, and our Treasurer, Joseph Starshak. 
Their hard work and dedication are greatly appreciated.

Over the last twelve months, The Civic Federation has directed its nationally-recognized research and policy analysis 
toward improving so many areas of our state and local government.  At the state level, we were delighted to see 
the enactment of legislation that will overhaul the CTA’s rapidly deteriorating pension system and reform its retiree 
health care benefi ts programs. The CTA reforms should be the benchmark for the changes the State of Illinois must 
make to its own pension and health care systems. Locally, the Federation has been at the forefront of the push 
for an independent governing board for the Cook County Bureau of Health. The viability of our public health care 
system and the fi nancial health of Cook County require that this new independent board be allowed to govern free 
of political and other non-medical infl uences. We hope to duplicate these achievements through our joint efforts with 
Friends of the Forest Preserves to separate the Cook County Forest Preserve District from the shared governance 
of the Cook County Board.  

The Federation’s work continues to draw national attention. The Governmental Research Association honored The 
Civic Federation for our successful work to eliminate unnecessary government and our groundbreaking property tax 
research. Chicago Magazine also recently ranked the Federation’s website as one of the best in Chicago, calling      
www.civicfed.org “an invaluable and free online resource.” From the editorial pages of the Wall Street Journal to the 
New York Times and Washington Post, the Civic Federation’s efforts to reform government are making headlines 
nationwide.

With your support, The Civic Federation will continue to have a signifi cant impact on the State of Illinois and local 
governments. If you are not yet a member of The Civic Federation, I encourage you to consider joining our efforts.  
Our success in improving government effi ciency and fi scal responsibility depends on the involvement of business 
and civic leaders like all of you here in this room. 

Thank you again for joining us today as we honor John W. Rowe and BlueCross BlueShield of Illinois.

A MESSAGE FROM

BARBARA STEWART
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS



It is a great pleasure to welcome you to The Civic Federation’s 2008 Annual Awards Luncheon as we join 
together to recognize two of Chicago’s outstanding civic leaders.

This year we are privileged to honor both an extraordinary individual Chicagoan and an exceptional 
Chicago company that exemplify the best tradition of civic leadership in Chicago:

• The 2008 Lyman J. Gage Award for Outstanding Civic Contribution is a very well-deserved 
acknowledgement of the civic accomplishments of John W. Rowe, Chairman, President and Chief 
Executive Offi cer of Exelon.

• The 2008 Addams-Palmer Award recognizes the long history of exemplary civic involvement by 
BlueCross BlueShield of Illinois. We are so pleased that CEO Raymond F. McCaskey will be accepting 
the award on behalf of BlueCross BlueShield.

Since its founding 114 years ago, The Civic Federation has been a strong voice for responsible government, 
but it can only be as effective as we make it.  Over the years, we have learned that our community 
can thrive and fl ourish only through the civic involvement of the individuals and corporations that call 
Chicago home.  We sincerely appreciate the members of the Chicago business and civic community who 
have joined us today to honor these outstanding leaders and support their common goal of improving 
Chicago.  

It has been a pleasure to serve as co-chairs of this special event.  Thank you for your participation today 
and for your continued support of The Civic Federation.  

ANDREW J. MCKENNA

A MESSAGE FROM

CO-CHAIRS OF THE AWARDS LUNCHEON
LESTER CROWN, W. JAMES FARRELL,  ANDREW J. MCKENNA, RICHARD L.  THOMAS 
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S A L U T A T I O N  S P E A K E R 
JUDGE VIRGINIA M. KENDALL

Judge Kendall was appointed to the federal bench in January 2006.  Prior 
to her appointment she worked at the United States Attorney’s Offi ce here 
in Chicago where she served as a Deputy Chief in the Criminal Division,  as 
Coordinator of Project Safe Neighborhoods, and as the Child Exploitation 
Coordinator.  Prior to working with the United States Attorney’s Offi ce, Judge 
Kendall clerked for Hon. George Marovich in the Northern District of Illinois. 

For the past fourteen years, Judge Kendall has been an adjunct professor 
of trial practice and federal criminal prosecution at Loyola University School 
of Law and an adjunct professor at Northwestern University for the past 
two years.  She also has published law journal articles in the Northwestern 

University Law Review regarding child molestation statutes and sentencing. As a trial attorney, Judge 
Kendall prosecuted a variety of federal crimes including violent crimes, white collar fraud, insurance 
fraud, police corruption, public corruption, and racketeering cases.  She has lectured extensively in the 
areas of internet and computer investigations and trained federal and local law enforcement agents.  She 
has also worked to train outside private and public sector organizations including the Chicago Public 
Schools, the Chicago Police Department, and the National Center for Exploited and Missing Children.  
She has also participated in numerous academic symposiums and panels and served on the Attorney 
General’s National Advisory Committee that reviewed all nationwide child exploitation investigations.

For three years, she also co-coordinated the federal program Project Safe Neighborhoods, which is 
designed to reduce gun violence within the city.  As coordinator, she worked closely with local police 
departments, ATF, the Illinois Department of Corrections, and grass roots organizations to eradicate 
the use of weapons that result in violence and drug traffi cking.  She lectured extensively on the goals 
of the program and conducted forums for convicted felons who were being released into the community 
regarding the need to lay down weapons and seek alternative choices in life.

Aside from her professional roles, Judge Kendall has participated in a number of service projects that 
support high school students, including moderating service trips to Peru, establishing trial training 
programs, and developing awareness and support programs to curb gun violence.  She was awarded 
the Chicago Crime Commission’s Star of Distinction Award for her work in law enforcement, the Loyola 
University Bellarmine Award for her distinguished legal and service contributions to the community, 
and will receive the Rape Victim Advocates’ Visionary Award this month for her work with victims of 
child exploitation.  Judge Kendall received her undergraduate and masters degrees from Northwestern 
University and her law degree from Loyola University School of Law.



1995  Edward A. Brennan, Sears Roebuck and Company
1996  Stuart A. Oran, United Airlines, Inc.
1997  Richard C. Notebaert, Chicago ‘96
1998  Verne G. Istock, First Chicago NBD Corporation
1999  H. Laurance Fuller & Sir John Browne, BP Amoco
2000  Jack Greenberg, McDonald’s Corporation
2001  M. Hill Hammock, LaSalle Bank
2002  Harvey Medvin, Aon Corporation
2003  William Davis, RR Donnelley
2004  Frank Clark, Exelon Corporation
2005   Edgar D. Jannotta, William Blair & Company, L.L.C. 
2006  Edward M. Liddy, Allstate Corporation
2007  Michael H. Moskow, Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago

THE ADDAMS-PALMER AWARD

Presented for the fi rst time in 1995, this award honors Jane Addams and Bertha Honoré Palmer, 
two outstanding Chicagoans who served as founders of The Civic Federation.  In their memory, the 
Addams-Palmer Award is given each year in recognition of outstanding involvement by an individual or 
institution.

Nobel Peace Prize winner Jane Addams, who founded Hull House on Chicago’s Near West Side, is 
remembered for her passionate dedication to social reform, both in Chicago and throughout the world. 
Miss Addams embodied the civic pride, altruism, optimism, energy, and determination that characterized 
an entire generation of Chicago reformers. Through her heartfelt commitment to the immigrants served 
by Hull House, Miss Addams grew into a major force for change in Chicago politics. As a founder of The 
Civic Federation, she battled corruption in City Hall, joining forces with business leaders, social activists, 
and other concerned citizens with the goal of making Chicago “the best governed, the healthiest, and the 
cleanest city in the country.” 

The wife of Chicago’s richest man, Bertha Honoré Palmer was the acknowledged leader of Chicago 
society, known for her superb taste, her generous philanthropy, and her keen sense of social justice. She 
gained national prominence as the president of the Board of Lady Managers of the Columbian Exposition 
of 1892. Although the ladies’ board was originally intended to be largely honorary, the ladies – under Mrs. 
Palmer’s guidance – succeeded in creating one of the gems of the Exposition, the Women’s Building.  
A friend of Jane Addams, Mrs. Palmer gave both time and money to support Hull House and joined 
with Miss Addams in launching The Civic Federation. After her husband’s death in 1902, Mrs. Palmer 
took over active management of his $8 million estate; she more than doubled the estate’s value over 
the next decade. On her death, she left the Art Institute of Chicago more than 50 paintings by Cassatt, 
Monet, Renoir, Manet, Degas, and many others; those works now make up the heart of the Art Institute’s 
Impressionist collection. 

PREVIOUS RECIPIENTS OF THE ADDAMS-PALMER AWARD



Few corporations touch as many Illinois residents as BlueCross BlueShield.  
Established in 1936 as Hospital Service Corporation, and now with over seven 
million members, BlueCross BlueShield of Illinois is the state’s largest health 
insurance provider.  One of the nation’s fi rst health insurance providers, BlueCross 
continues to innovate via its on-going commitment to the health and wellness of its 
members, employees, and communities throughout the state.

BlueCross has a strong tradition of philanthropy, as evidenced by its numerous 
contributions to communities in Chicago and throughout Illinois.  In 2007 alone 
BlueCross provided grants and sponsorships to over 300 not-for-profi t organizations 
across Illinois, totaling approximately $3.5 million.  The majority of the recipients 
were community-based organizations that provide greater access to health care 
for Illinois’ most vulnerable citizens, including Community Health, Mercy Home for 
Boys and Girls, and the Night Ministry.  BlueCross also is a major supporter of the 
United Way of Metropolitan Chicago and last year was one of the organization’s 
leading contributors.  

Recently BlueCross has focused its efforts on childhood health, especially working to combat childhood obesity.  
To this end, BlueCross has partnered with the University of Illinois at Chicago to provide in-school curriculum 
that promotes healthy lifestyle habits and behaviors among participating elementary school students.  In Chicago 
BlueCross sponsors the Mayor’s Offi ce of Special Events’ Bike Chicago program, which motivates Chicagoans 
to become more physically active through bike riding, and the Holiday Sports Festival, which gives Chicago 
children a safe place to play during their winter break from school.  To ensure that efforts to promote childhood 
health are effective, BlueCross joined the Corporate Advisory Committee of the Consortium to Lower Obesity in 
Chicago’s Children (CLOCC).  BlueCross supports efforts by CLOCC, the Illinois Department of Public Health, 
and a host of other organizations to develop a statewide database to monitor children’s health and measure 
the effects of programs that fi ght childhood obesity.  BlueCross is also working to address youth violence by 
funding and supporting organizations like After School Matters and Broader Urban Involvement and Leadership 
Development (BUILD).

Since 1990 BlueCross has operated its own CareVan mobile clinic program.  Specially equipped CareVans, along 
with public health nurses, travel to underserved communities throughout the state to administer immunizations 
and conduct health screenings in an effort to enhance the health of Illinois residents.  

The 2008 Addams-Palmer Award will be accepted on behalf of BlueCross BlueShield by Raymond F. McCaskey, 
CEO of Health Care Service Corporation (HCSC), which operates the BlueCross BlueShield Plans in Illinois, 
New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas. HCSC is the fourth largest health insurance company in the United States. 
A strong commitment to people, quality, and service is Mr. McCaskey’s hallmark, as evidenced by the company 
and Mr. McCaskey’s numerous awards for promoting employee diversity and by his outspoken advocacy for 
making health insurance more accessible and affordable for all Americans. Mr. McCaskey is a proud graduate of 
Wartburg College and DePaul University and leads the BlueCross BlueShield employee efforts that support the 
United Way of Metropolitan Chicago, American Heart Association, American Cancer Society, Chicago Lighthouse 
for the Blind, and many other critical Chicago civic endeavors. Last year, under Mr. McCaskey’s leadership, 
BlueCross’ more than 7,000 Illinois-based employees donated thousands of hours of their personal time and 
materials to help the state’s communities.

“Experience. Wellness. Everywhere.” articulates BlueCross BlueShield of Illinois’ mission and embodies the 
leadership of Raymond McCaskey and his commitment to helping Illinois residents lead healthy and productive 
lives.

Accepted by
Raymond F. McCaskey
Chief Executive Offi cer

ADDAMS-PALMER AWARD RECIPIENT
BLUECROSS BLUESHIELD OF ILL INOIS





LYMAN J. GAGE AWARD RECIPIENT
JOHN W. ROWE

John W. Rowe is the chairman and chief executive offi cer of Exelon 
Corporation, a utility holding company headquartered in Chicago.  Exelon 
has the largest market capitalization in the electric utility industry.  Its retail 
affi liates serve 5.4 million customers in Illinois and Pennsylvania, and its 
generation affi liate operates the largest fl eet of nuclear power plants in the 
nation. 

Rowe is the senior chief executive in the utility industry, having served in 
such positions since 1984.  Rowe has led Exelon since its formation in 2000 
through the merger of PECO Energy and the parent of Commonwealth 
Edison.  Rowe previously held chief executive offi cer positions at the New 

England Electric System and Central Maine Power Company, served as general counsel of Consolidated 
Rail Corporation, and was a partner in the law fi rm of Isham, Lincoln and Beale.  Rowe serves as chairman 
of the Nuclear Energy Institute, is a past chairman of the Edison Electric Institute, and is a co-chairman 
of the National Commission on Energy Policy, an industry and environmental organization dealing with 
climate change.  He is a member of the boards of directors of Sunoco and the Northern Trust Company.  
In January 2008, Institutional Investor named Rowe the best electric utilities CEO in America.  

Rowe is committed to a wide variety of civic and charitable activities, with a focus on education, science, 
history, and diversity.  He serves as chairman of Chicago’s Commercial Club, the Illinois Institute of 
Technology, and the Chicago History Museum, and is a member of the boards of the Field Museum, the 
Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation, and the Morgridge Institute for Research.  Along with his wife, 
Jeanne, and son, William, he has established the Rowe Family Charitable Trust, founded the Rowe-
Clark Math and Science Academy in Chicago’s West Humboldt Park neighborhood, served as patron 
of the John Paul II parochial school on Chicago’s southwest side, founded the Rowe Professorship of 
Byzantine History at the University of Wisconsin, and the Rowe Professorship of Architecture at the 
Illinois Institute of Technology. 

Rowe has been widely recognized for his civic and professional leadership.  Recent awards include the 
Illinois Holocaust Museum’s Humanitarian award (2008), University of Arizona’s Executive of the Year 
Award (2007), the Union League of Philadelphia’s Founder’s Award for Business Leadership (2005), 
the American Jewish Committee’s Civic Leadership Award (2004), El Valor’s Corporate Visionary Award 
(2003), the Spanish Coalition for Jobs’ Corporate Leadership Award (2002), the City Club of Chicago’s 
Citizen of the Year Award (2002), and the Anti-Defamation League’s World of Difference Award (2000).

Rowe holds undergraduate and law degrees from the University of Wisconsin, where he was elected to 
Phi Beta Kappa and the Order of the Coif.  He has also received that university’s Distinguished Alumni 
Award.  Rowe holds honorary doctorates from DePaul University, Illinois Institute of Technology, Drexel 
University, University of Massachusetts-Dartmouth, Bryant College, and Thomas College.

Rowe and his wife, Jeanne, reside in Chicago, as does their son, William, an associate with the law fi rm 
of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher and Flom. 



Thank you for attending the 2008 Civic Federation Awards Luncheon. As 
Civic Federation President, I greatly appreciate the hard work of everyone 
who made this event possible. I am especially grateful to our luncheon co-
chairmen, Lester Crown, W. James Farrell, Andrew J. McKenna, and Richard 
L. Thomas. They are four great Chicagoans very much in the tradition of 
The Civic Federation’s founders. Their generous support and leadership 
make The Civic Federation and so many other Chicago institutions and 
organizations stronger.

Today we are very privileged to recognize John W. Rowe with the Lyman J. 
Gage Award for Outstanding Civic Contribution. As the Chairman, President 

and Chief Executive Offi cer of Exelon Corporation, John Rowe has a well-deserved reputation for 
exceptional business leadership combined with extraordinary generosity in supporting and leading so 
many civic efforts in Chicago. Just like Lyman Gage, business opportunities brought John Rowe to 
Chicago, but like Gage we claim him as a true Chicagoan because of his exemplary civic contributions 
and absolute commitment to our city and citizens’ wellbeing.

It is also The Civic Federation’s great honor to present the Addams-Palmer Award for Exemplary Civic 
Involvement to BlueCross BlueShield of Illinois. Under the leadership of CEO Raymond F. McCaskey, 
BlueCross BlueShield ensure the health of over seven million citizens of Illinois. In the tradition of Jane 
Addams and Bertha Palmer, BlueCross also sets an excellent standard of company and employee 
involvement in a wide range of charitable efforts to make sure all of Chicago is a better and healthier 
place.

As we near the halfway mark of 2008, we continue to face diffi cult economic times. The slowdown 
of the economy has negatively impacted both businesses and citizens, and the result is a slowing of 
government tax revenue. Now more than ever, The Civic Federation’s message of effi cient, transparent, 
and accountable government is critical if our state and local governments are to produce balanced budgets 
that do not rely on ill-conceived and unsustainable tax increases. The Civic Federation will continue to 
champion the reduction of non-priority expenditures and the elimination of ineffi ciency and redundancy. 

The Civic Federation’s actionable and often common sense efforts would not be possible without the 
hard work and dedication of so many business leaders who make up our policy committees. We also 
owe a great deal to the work of the following chairmen: A.G. Anglum of the Research Committee, Aileen 
Blake of the Audit Committee, Richard Ciccarone and James Spiotto of the Pension Committee, Amy 
Anderson Day of the TIF Committee, Charles Gardner of the Investment Committee, Carol Garnant and 
Joseph Starshak of the State Tax Restructuring Committee, Thomas McNulty of the Tax Committee, Bert 
Nuehring of the DuPage Committee, and Joseph Starshak of the Transportation Committee.

In closing, I would like to thank Civic Federation Chairman Barbara Stewart for her stellar leadership over 
the past two years, and to express my sincere gratitude to our Executive Committee, Board of Directors, 
and each and every member of The Civic Federation. Thanks to all of your support, the Federation’s 
mission of improving government effi ciency and operations in Illinois advances every day. Because of all 
of you, I feel truly honored to be a part of The Civic Federation.

A MESSAGE FROM

LAURENCE J.  MSALL
PRESIDENT
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